
AUDITION NOTICE

PLAY READING  Tuesday 14 March 2023, 8pm in the Studio
AUDITIONS  Sunday 26 March 2023, 2pm in the Theatre
FIRST REHEARSAL Wednesday 3 May 2023
PERFORMANCES Thursday 29 June — Saturday 8 July 2023, 8pm
   Matinee on Saturday 8 July 2023, 2.30pm

DIRECTOR  Sheila Carr  sheilacarr@inbox.com   07724 684689 
PA   Lucinda Banton   lsabanton16@gmail.com   07788 241336

   (Scripts available from Lucinda)

Anne Elliott fell deeply in love with a handsome young naval officer, Frederick Wentworth, at the age 
of 19. But because he had neither fortune nor rank to recommend him, Anne’s mentor and friend, 
Lady Russell, persuaded her to break off the engagement. Eight years later, Anne has lived to regret 
her decision. She has never stopped loving Frederick – and when he returns from sea, a Captain, she 
can only watch as other eligible young women fall at his feet. Can the pair rekindle a love that was 
lost but not forgotten? In an age of turbulent social change, the story deals with both martial and 
marital matters and makes an indirect and ironic attack on love, youth, rank and power whilst also 
celebrating romantic constancy.

Set in the Regency period, Tim Luscombe’s adaptation remains faithful to Jane Austen’s novel and 
provides numerous challenges in staging and production. Originally commissioned by the Salisbury 
Playhouse and produced in 2011 with a cast of 10 playing some 24 roles, I envisage using a cast of  
14 – 16.

Please note that, whilst I have given “playing ages” for the characters, we may need some flexibility 
here! The audition pieces may include other names – a * by that name indicates an audition for  
that role also. In some cases, I am just asking you to link a number of speeches together. (Hope this  
is clear – any queries, please contact me!) 

There will also be some ‘doubling up’ and most cast members will also play other roles, including 
maids, butlers, members of the public and a Singer (male or female) to sing an operatic aria at  
Lady Dalrymple’s concert. There is also some dancing! So, plenty of challenges and as much 
involvement as you wish – please join us in this adventure! 

CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS (MEN):

SIR WALTER ELLIOT  (54 years) 
A landowning baronet who is a vain, pompous, opinionated spendthrift. He particularly favours his 
eldest daughter, Elizabeth who lives up to his expectations and has the same sense of pride and 
entitlement. 

ADAPTED BY TIM LUSCOMBE
PERSUASION

Jane Austen’s



Audition pieces:  
P71 speeches from “Yes we’re quite delighted … amongst them” 
P76 speeches from “Tomorrow? But we’re engaged … such a name!” 

CHARLES MUSGROVE  (30s)  
Long-suffering husband to Sir Walter’s youngest daughter, Mary and father to 2 boisterous boys. An 
agreeable young man who enjoys country pursuits.

Audition pieces:  
P34 (with Anne* & Mary*) “Delighted to see … leave the old place, Anne” 
P66 speeches from “Nonsense … snow with them” 

FREDERICK WENTWORTH  (31)  
Was Anne’s suitor 8 years earlier when his future prospects seemed slim. On her rejection, he joined 
the navy and is now returning home a wealthy hero, and a very eligible suitor. Handsome, charming, 
smart, sensitive and cultured and looking for a wife – will he still be in love with Anne or will his pride 
stand in the way?

Audition pieces:  
P52 (with Anne*) “It is your father … endure it for you” 
P58 (with Harville*) “And not known to him … Oh God!” 
P99 speeches from “I forgot my gloves … rather than by me” 

MR WILLIAM ELLIOT  (30s)  
A charming, impecunious scoundrel who is related to Sir Walter, and his heir. it was thought he would 
marry Elizabeth. Elliot, but he married an older rich lady who subsequently died, leaving him very 
wealthy. He now fears the possibility that Mrs Clay’s interest in Sir Walter might lead to marriage and 
further offspring which could affect his inheritance and so schemes to prevent this.

Audition pieces:  
P73/74 speeches from “I hope you’ll have leisure … beneath him” 

ADMIRAL CROFT  (middle-aged)  
An accomplished, honourable man who rents Kellynch Hall from Sir Walter. He has a warm, unaffected 
and hearty nature.

Audition pieces:  
P79 speeches “Oh it’s not too bad … marry James Benwick instead” 
P45 (+ Mrs Croft* & 1M) “If you’d been a week later … his wife then” + “I’ve no accomplishments” 

MR HARRY HARVILLE  (35/40ish)  
A good friend and naval colleague of Frederick and Benwick, the latter being engaged to his sister 
Fanny who had died recently. Harville now has a slightly lame leg that hinders movement and has, 
therefore, taken up carpentry and other domestic activities. He has an incisive mind and, although 
less polished than his colleagues, he is a perfect gentleman – open, warm, unaffected and virtuous.

Audition pieces:  
P58 (with Frederick*) from “And not known … Oh God!” 
P97/98 speeches from “Look here Miss Elliot … his existence” 



MR BENWICK  (20s)  
A highly valued naval Officer who is devastated, following the death of his fiancée. A romantically 
tragic figure, he has turned to mournful poetry becoming reserved and introverted until Anne takes 
him in hand. He meets Louisa whilst she is recovering from her accident and they fall in love. 

Audition pieces:  
P56-58 (with Anne) “I see you’re fond … who truly loves, to forget”

CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS (WOMEN):

ELIZABETH ELLIOT  (29)  
Described as ‘fine-looking, she is the eldest of the 3 sisters. Single, snobbish and opinionated, she 
is very conscious of rank and wealth. Since her mother’s death, 13 years before, she has acted as 
mistress of Kellynch and accompanies her father on all social occasions.

Audition pieces:  
P93/94 (+Mrs Clay* & Sir Walter) “Well I hadn’t … Small but most elegant” 

ANNE ELLIOT  (27)  
The 2nd sister, and we see events largely through her eyes. She is quietly observant, sociable, fair and 
enlightened, never pushing herself forward and yet possessing a strength of character and moral 
backbone which come to the fore in critical moments. Having been persuaded 8 years earlier to reject 
Frederick Wentworth, she still loves him deeply and as he returns from sea, a wealthy hero, she is in a 
quandary about meeting him again. (She ‘plays’ the piano and, although this will be mimed, it would 
help if this actress had some understanding of this skill!)

Audition pieces:  
P30/31 (with Lady Russell*) “A few months more … a home with me” 
P32/34 (with Mary* & Charles*) “I’m very ill-used … hands it’ll all fall into” 
P52 (with Frederick*) “It is your father … endure it for you” 

MARY MUSGROVE nee Elliot  (23)  
She is the youngest sister, married to Charles Musgrove with 2 boisterous boys. She is a 
hypochondriac, very self-absorbed and easily discontented.

Audition pieces:  
P32/34 (plus Anne* and Charles*) start of Scene 4 to “… new hands it’ll all fall into” 
P38 speech “What? …” and p40 speech “Oh Anne, he’s the most…” 

LOUISA MUSGROVE  (19)  
Sister of Charles and recently returned from school in Exeter, she is now free to be fashionable and 
plans to embrace life to the full. She is happy, excitable, and reckless. After her accident and slow 
recovery, her personality changes and she becomes calmer and more serious.

Audition pieces:  
P35 speech “You know Mrs Croft … Ah a country dance!” 
P38 speech “It seems he’s not married … my head was quite turned”  

LADY RUSSELL  (middle-aged)  
Wealthy, widowed neighbour of Sir Walter and friend of his deceased wife, she has mentored their 
daughters and is particularly fond of Anne. It is she who persuaded Anne to break off her relationship 



with Frederick as he had neither fortune nor title. She has a discerning mind and an understanding 
nature, albeit occasionally puts too much emphasis on rank, family-standing and propriety. 

Audition pieces:  
P30/31 (with Anne*) “A few months more … command a home with me” 
P77 - 3 speeches from “The evening was … to revive again” 

MRS SOPHIE CROFT  (45ish)  
Sister to Frederick Wentworth and very happily married to Admiral Croft, she frequently accompanies 
her husband on his naval voyages, A very kind, agreeable woman.

Audition pieces:  
P45/46 (+ Admiral Croft*) “you’d been a week later … his wife then” + Mrs Croft’s speech “I’ve no 
accomplishments … attractions to you” 

MRS PENELOPE CLAY  (35–40)  
Daughter of Mr Shepherd (family solicitor to Elliots) who has 2 children from an unfortunate marriage, 
and has inveigled herself into Elizabeth’s affections and household. Described as freckled with a 
tooth that sticks out, she has designs on marrying Sir Walter to secure her future. Her obsequious 
manner seems to please but ultimately her intentions are revealed and she moves to London under 
the protection of William Elliot.

Audition pieces:  
P28 speeches from “And I venture … not all born to be handsome” 
P93/94 (with Elizabeth*, Sir Walter) “Well I hadn’t … but most elegant” 

MRS HARVILLE  (35ish)  
Married to Captain Harville, she makes up for her lack of refinement by her hospitable, friendly nature. 
After Louisa’s fall she proves herself to be an excellent nurse, playing a large role in Louisa’s recovery.

Audition pieces:  
P54/55 (+ Anne, Louisa) from “That small house … live to know it” 

MRS HENRIETTA SMITH  (29)  
Anne’s former school colleague who helped her come to terms with her mother’s death. She is now 
widowed and impoverished, sickly but uncomplaining. Her husband had been led astray by William 
Elliot and lost all his money.

Audition pieces:  
P75 speeches from “Occupation is all … whatever your heart desires” 

LADY DALRYMPLE  (middle-aged)  
Dowager Viscountess, she is cousin to Sir Walter. An affluent Society lady and known as a charming 
woman because of her smile and civility to all. Despite her title, she has no superiority of manner. 
(Small but important role, she needs to mime playing the piano to accompany the singer at her 
soiree).

Audition pieces:  
P85 (+ Sir Walter) from “Lady Dalrymple … my opera glasses!”


